Definitive stamps (horizontal) — De La Rue 20¢ stamp

Overview of printings
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First printing Second printing ITurd printing Fourth printing

Production details
H. Woyty-Wimmer was the designer; H. Woyty-Wimmerand B.S. Cresser were the engravers. The stamp was line-engraved
(brown) and was perforated 12'/: horizontally by |3 vertically.
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Right margin perforated (lefl pane) Right margin imperforate (right pane)

First printing: Issued November 16. 1951: 1.OO0.OMN issued. The paper is non-flucrescent (Group 1), The wp and bottom
margins arc imperforate (with ene perfomaton exiending nto the selvedge); left margins of panes arc perforated. while right
margins are ¢aither perlorated (left panes) or are imperforate (right panes). Control numbers (001 - 100) are printed in the lower
night margins of panes.

Note the extra albino control number impression 026 under the 027, cansed when the previcus sheel was stamped with the
number 026,.



Definitive stamps (horizontal) — De La Rue 20¢ stamp

‘Open 2’ variety

The base of the numeral =27 in “20¢™ oniginally was
engraved open and is referred to as the “open 27
variety. Dunng the beginning of the press run. ink
began accumulating in the corner of the base of the
“27 and eventually started smearing into the numeral
as the printing continued, forming an uncven line of
variable length and referred to as the “partially open
2" vaniety. Wishing to have a clean line, the printers
al De La Rue decided to engrave a line at the base of

cach numeral “2" of the plate. giving the “closed 27

-

variety — which occurs on the majority of the first
printing and on all subsequent printings.

LR

LR R e T T

GO nanamanssnsredt sttt sdtnnnannnsnsnsnennny

B A A S A AS S NS S A SN A S s a e s s

i
L7 on
e
FIRST UN. q
ISSUE 1951 0 1
“Open 27 vanety
— c < SR Co 0"
ale alan et | o o T
e 4 - :
" g - .
o < o o~
: Y " y Il
- o y :
s x
........ % o % = e s e
"""" R oo 4 A A
“Open 2

A 20¢ stamp with the
“Open 27 vanely, along
witha I¢ stamp. paidthree
ames the amr munl letter
rate of 7¢ per ounce, in
clfcet lrom August 1, 1958
until January 6. 1963.
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Printing varieties
i ———
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LG i’ Plate calenlations
el During plate preparations, the plate-maker made calculations
“R?T N for positioning the impressions on the plate. These
SETEETETE . - s calculations, consisting of numbers and Jetiers, were Lightly

sansnmng e

scralched on the plate and appear in reverse in the left margin
of left pancs opposite stamp numbers 1 and 6. Usually. most if
not all of the calculation was trimmed off.
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The calculations consist of the mirror image of the lower part
of "D=35+1+5=3657.."
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A pre-perforating paperfold was unfolded after the pane was A block from a right pane with a wide right margin. showing
perforated. but before it was tnmmed, resulting in zig-zag part of a cycloidal strip. a color band 1£.7 mm 1n wadth which
perforations, was engraved on the plate. but timmed off in most cases.

Also note the erased and corrected control number .
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Trimming error
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Normally. left and right margins are cach 17 mm wide. This block. from aright panc. was mistimmed. resulting ina 26 mm wide left marsin
and an 8 mm wide nght marsin. .

Control numbers
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Three dilferent typefaces were used by De La Rue 1o print the control numbers of the 20¢ stamp — ( left fo right) type 1 (13.200 panes).
tvpe 3 (3.200 panes) and 1ype 2 (3,600 panes).
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Second printing: Issued February. 1957: 100.000 The area of the plate contaming the United Nations emblem
1ssued. The paper shows medium [fluorescence (Group in the marginal inscription wis yndennked. resulting in 2
V). The ink color has a blackish tinge compared o the third very light impression.

pronting. All margins are perforated. There are no control
numbers.
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Third printing: Isaied June, 1957; 600,000 issued. The Fourth printing: Issued May. 1962: 400,000 issued. The paperis of

paper shows medium fluorescence (Group V). The ink color two types: high fluorescence (Group V) (left, above) and mottled
has a yellowish tinge compared 10 the second pranting. All (Group VIII), with dull flvorescence (right, above). All margins are

margins are perforaled. There are no control numbers. perforated. There are no control numbers.



Definitive stamps (horizontal) — De La Rue 20¢ stamp

Plate flaws
The first through third printings were printed using Plate |, while Plate 2 was used for the fourth printing.
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On right panes of the first through fourth printings, & small line can be scen in the
lower margin under the lower left marginal mscripdon helow the “T” of the word
“ISSUE", This example 15 from the fourth printing..

Postal usages

This letter. maled on May 6, 1957 (backstamp) includes postage of 15¢. the airmail rate to Furope when the stamp was issued unizl Apnl
30. 1967 and 55¢ registry. n cffect from November [, 1953 until June 30, 1957.
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Postal usages

Postage of 26¢ included 6¢ for the air mail letter rate (in effect when the stamp was issued until July 31, 1958), and 20¢ for
special delivery — not greater than 2 pounds — (from January 1, 1952 until June 30, 1957).

No. 857827

CERTIFIED

Advise your corzespondents of
publishers of your correct
mailing addvess,

o —v — < - —

TIPS A

The 4¢ postage of the envelope was the first-class (surface) letter rate per ounce from August 1, 1958 until January 6.
1963, while the 20¢ stamp covered the charge for certified mail, in effect from July 1. 1957 until March 25, 1966.

Postage of 75¢ was rex

The postage was overg

UNITED NATIC

—

The 20¢ stamp overpaid
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Note: Due to faulty rimming, there is a very wide left margin on the
marginal inscription block (26 mm instead of the usual 20 mm orless)

oy which shows full-sized marginal calculations. consisting of the

i — mirror image of “D=5 4 1 +5=365.7..." Usually these calculations.

CI / f‘ e Km oS q el made by the plate-maker for positioning the impressions on the plate,
S 2 R s are albino (impression but no ink), or partly or completely trimmed.

This example has the greatest recorded amount of the calculations
showing.

rired to cover three times the international air mail letter rate of 25¢ per 'f2¢ ounce to Asia, in effect when the stamp was issued until June 30, 1971,

id by 8¢.
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Yy 2¢ three times the air mail letter rate of 6¢ per ounce, in effect when the stamp was issued until July 31, 1958,
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Overview of printings
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Irst prnting Second printing Third printing Fourth printing

Production details

Ole Hamann, Denmark, was the designer: B.S. Cresser was the engraver. The flag and sky (UN. blue) were printed first by
photogravure; the five-language border and flagpole (grey) were printed last by fine engraving. The perforation was 12/
honzontally by 13 vertically.

Printings
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Right margin perforated (lefi pane) Right margin imperfoeate (right panc)
First printing: Tssued October 24. 1951: 1,000,000 issued. The paper 15 non-{luorescent ( Group I). The top and bottom marains
are imperforate (with one perforation extending mto the selvedge): left marging of panes are perforated. while right margins are
cither perforated (left panes) or are imperforate (nght panes). Control numbers (001-100) are printed 1n the lower right margins
ol panes.
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Flag shift varieties

The 15¢ stamp was printed using two plates — one for each of the two colors. The first plate uscd was the photogravure plate,
which printed the flag and sky in UN. blue. Then the recess plate (line engraving) was used to print the five-language border
and flagpole in grey. Shifts occurred during the printing runs if the two runs were not properly registered. Stamps are known
with the flag shifted up. down, to the left, and to the right.
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Flag shifted to the lefl
Doctor blade flaws

The doctor blade, a part of the printing machine, is held in close contact with the revolving printing plate, thus removing the
ink from the non-printing surface. The variety or white linc is caused by a small piece of forcign matter becoming lodged
between the plate and the blade, resulting in some ink being removed by scraping not only from the plate surface but also from
the plate design.
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"Double Flag Line" vaniety
The white line passes close to the flagpole.
appearing 1o give 1t an extra halvard line.
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Perforation error

A number of press sheets were
fed into the perforation machine
backwards (1.e., the sheets were
fed left sade first rather than right
side first), resulting in the left
margin of the sheet being
unperforate and all other side
margins being perforated.
{Normally the left side of the
sheet is perforated and the right
side is imperforate.)

Al the left are blocks from the
left side of a left panc, showing
the imperforate left margin and
at the night is a block from the
right side of a right panc
showing the perforated right
margin and the perforation guide
mark.
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Trimming error
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Normally, left and nght margins are cach | 7 mum wide. Thus block. from aleft pane. was mistrimmed, resulung o a 25 mm wide left margin
and an 9 mm wide right margin.

Control numbers
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Itiree different typelaces were used by De La Ruc to print the control numbers of the 25¢ stamp - ( Jeff fe ghs) type 1 (14,200 pancs).
tvpe 2 (1600 panes) and type 4 (4200 panes ),
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Second printing: Issued November. 1956: 100,000 Third printing: I[ssued June. 1957; 600,000 1ssued. The

1ssued. The paper shows slight fluorescence (Group H). All paper shows medium {luorescence (Group V). All maagins
murgins are pecforated. There are no control numbers, are perforated. There are no control numbers.
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Fourth printing: Issucd May. 1962: 400.000 issued. The paper is of two types: high
fluorescence (Group V1) (fefr) and mottled (Group V1L, with dull Huorescence (righr). All
margns are perforated. There are no control numbers.
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25¢ stamp

Plate flaws

The first printing was made usmg original recess plate (grey) and photogravure plate (bluc) — both plate I; the second and
third printings used recess plate 2 and photogravure plate 1; the fourth printing used recess plate 2 and photogravure plate 2.

On left panes printed with photogravure plate 1.
There isaretouch i the flag above the UN. emblem
on stamp #3. This example 15 from he second
printing.

Righl panes of the foarth printing. which were printed using phologravure plate #2. exhibit the following
plate flaws:
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On left panes printed with recess plate 1 and 2. a
faunt honzontal line can be seen lefi ofthe lop of the
right marginal mscripion. On left panes prinied
with recess plate 2, a faint borizontal line can be
found left of the letter T of the word “TSSUE™ in
the lower right meginal inscoption. This example
15 from the third printing.

the second printing,

There is a small retouch 1 the sky above the first “E” of the Russian inscription on stamp #9 and a small

Ime in the sk 1o the rght of the Mag on stamp #14.

e,

On left panes printed with photogravure plate 1.
there 1s a small retouch in the flag above the figure
“57 of “25¢7 on stamp #32. This example 15 from
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25¢ stamp

On stamp #29. there 15 a small retouch in the sky
above the first *b” of the Russian inscription.

"Cloudy Sky" vanety
The nght panes of the foarth printing, which
were printed using photogravure plate#2, show
a4 weak or blotchy sky on many of the stamps,
especially on stamp #39 .

Postal usages

L e

This letter was mailed
on December 31. 1951,
the last day thar 25¢
paad the registry fee for
indemnity of no more
than $5.00. Additional
postage of 6¢ covered
twice the 3¢ first-class
rate per ounce in effect
when the stamps were
issucd untl July 31,

1958,

. # v -
- 3;“ v - -
. u ey ~ -
- T - -
- FIRST UN. : -
: ISSUE 1951 : .
2 : 3 ——t

EPRINPVRINIE

L L R R R R

» .
. .
I EE AR AR R AR N AN RN D)
. .
. .
. ]
. .
. .
. .
. .
. .
. .
. .

LAREA R AN E RN A RE D)

VI RIS

o |t
. 1 "
¥

RICHARD CE! HAR
45 Commonwealth Avenge
Boston 16, Mass.

“FIRST CLASS MAIL”
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REG‘STERED See
NF 162l Northamvnton St,

Baston, Pa.

Mailed on March 14, 1960 (from the backstamp). this letter includes 53¢ 1 postage which paid the 4¢ lirst-class (surface)
letter rate in effect from August 1. 1958 unul January 6. 1963 and 50¢ for registration with indemnity no greater than
$10. in effect from July 1, 1957 untl August 14, 1961.

RETURN TO v
£, EER écmv.:e
HE £4 7//' 5,4-- /

W Via AIR MAIL T
CORREO-AERED

PAR AVION
ERIC FLA SCHicmm -
NOOR pFp FRRS L B e,

INE,
&3
WA ’qt—Wl.J}{'

H\?:.L.ANy‘

Re<H 57 EREp,

Mailed March 16, 1960 (from the backstamp), the 65¢ in postage. including the 25¢ stamp. pand 15¢ for the international
aur matl Jetter rate to Europe. in effect when the 25¢ stamp was issued untal April 30, 1967, and a 50¢ registry fee. in effect
from July 1. 1957 umil August 12, 1961

25¢ stamp



